
THE FOREIGN SERVICE 


OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American Embassy, 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia,

August 21, 1950. 

Dear Bedell,, 

The hews that you have agreed to take over CIA 
is the best we have had in many a day. My heartiest 
congratulations to you and th~ Governmentl 

I also want to.express my appreciation for the 
excellent testimony you gave Congress on behalf of the 
increased appropriations for the Information Service. 
Yours was the most telling evidence I have seen. 

With all due regards ana best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 

Lt.General Walter Bedell Smith, 
Director, 

Central Intelligence A~thority, 
Washington, D. C. 



-


., September 1950 

The Honorable CtIo.,.,I8 V. Al.lAD 

..dean Ambassador 

American :&Ii>ass'y 

Bel.grede t 'fugoalaY1a 


D.... O'O•• 

Thanks sincerelT tor your vel"Y kind note ot Augwst 
21st. As lOU can well imagine, I ducked the ne-N job 
as lcmg as I could. I have no Ulusions ':J.'oout it, but 
the pNasure got too stl'ODg, put,lcular:t,y in un of 
,.. Jroftan s:ltuation and I tinally felt constrained to 
aoOlpt. I hope you and. rsq other friends w1ll be prepared 
to 1dentitr the body when it fillally e:.nerges fron the 
Washington mUla 

There is one thing TOll can do tor me... I assu..;ne you 
baw in Belgrade J as we did in lIoscaw, some of the personnel 
1D whom I wUl shortly have a direct interest. :t l.,gt!J,.d be 
aratetul. tor your personal and secret es:tlmate 0:· their 
~1l1U. tWi.qu.,:a.if1cat1.,fts. llY exp81"1ence 1n !.hacOW' 
.. Dot. particularly ~g. 

All t.be beet e.d hope to _ ,.,u bltoN too long. 

P'a1thtullT , 


